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Exhibition Duration:   31 January 2026 – 26 April 2026 

Opening:   Friday, 30 January 2026, 7.00 pm 

Press Preview:   Friday, 30 January 2026, 11.00 am  

Venue:    Fotografie Forum Frankfurt 

 

 

Frankfurt am Main, 15 December 2025 – Form, colour, and light constitute the defining 

elements in the visual cosmos of internationally acclaimed photographer Jessica 

Backhaus. With Jessica Backhaus. Shadows Might Dance, the Fotografie Forum 

Frankfurt presents for the first time a comprehensive show bringing together works from 

25 years of her artistic practice.  

“Jesus and the Cherries,” representing her early story-telling style will be on view, as well 

as Backhaus’s gradual shift toward abstraction as seen in “Once, Still and Forever” to her 

newest series “Papyrus”, which is presented here for the first time. This entrancing 

selection of works traces the breadth and nuance of the artist’s oeuvre. Together the eight 

series on view offer a distinctive perspective on Backhaus’s artistic development.  

Jessica Backhaus’s work is rooted in the spheres of documentary photography, which she 

extends through a distinctive lyrical and individual picture language. It is the small things 

and details which draw the artist’s attention, allowing access to something unresolved — 

even paths to becoming something completely new. 

Jessica Backhaus, born in 1970 in Cuxhaven, comes from an artistic family. At the age of 

sixteen she moved to Paris, where she later studied photography and visual 

communication. In 1995 her passion for photography led her to New York, where she 

worked as an assistant to various photographers, pursuing her own projects, and lived 

until 2009. Today, Jessica Backhaus is regarded as one of the most distinctive voices in 

contemporary photography in Germany. Her work has been shown in numerous solo and 

group exhibitions, including at the National Portrait Gallery in London and the Martin-

Gropius-Bau in Berlin. Her photographs are held in a wide range of national and 

international museums and private collections, including the Deutsche Börse Photography 

Foundation. 

Inspiration for her works has often come from 20th century abstract artists such as Josef 

Albers or Sonia Delaunay; in addition a seminal friendship with the author and 

documentary photographer Gisèle Freund gave Backhaus perspectives at an early stage 
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just what photography could become for her. Developing her ideas through intuitive 

experimentation, Backhaus is known for pursuing emotional themes such as vitality, 

absence and remembrance. This creative process imbues her works with a vibrant 

atmosphere — pictures that reveal a heightened sensitivity to materiality, texture, and the 

subtlest inflections of colour. Backhaus’s explorations, collages, and carefully composed 

still lifes open up a multi-layered spectrum situated in a fertile space between 

photography, painting, and object-based art. 

The exhibition Jessica Backhaus. Shadows Might Dance has been curated by Celina 

Lunsford and Andrea Horvay in collaboration with the artist. The presentation is 

accompanied by a diverse programme of talks, guided tours and a workshop with the 

artist. 

SUPPORTING PROGRAMME 

SAT, 31 January, 3.00 pm GALLERY TOUR with JESSICA BACKHAUS and CELINA LUNSFORD 

TUE, 10 February, 10 March, 21 April, 3.00 pm CURATOR TOURS with CELINA LUNSFORD 

or ANDREA HORVAY 

FRI, 17 April, 6.00 pm GALLERY TALK with JESSICA BACKHAUS and Prof. Dr. SOPHIE 

CHARLOTTE OPITZ, media arts scholar and curator, Bucerius Kunst Forum, Hamburg 

SAT/SUN, 18/19 April, 10.00 am – 5.00 pm WORKSHOP “ABSTRAKTE DIMENSIONEN” 

with JESSICA BACKHAUS 

MORE EVENTS in the FFF ACADEMY 

WED, 14 January, 6.00 pm FFF ACADEMY ON THE ROAD to Instituto Cervantes, Frankfurt 

am Main with a tour through the EXHIBITION “FERIEN UNTER FRANCO”  

WED, 18 February, 6.00 pm FFF ACADEMY ON THE ROAD to Basis e.V. in Frankfurt am 

Main with preview and tour through the EXHIBITION “KAYA & BLANK – INFRASCAPES” 

WED, 25 February, 6.00 pm LECTURE “WIE KI UNSER BILD VON BILDERN VERÄNDERT” 

with ALEXANDRA LECHNER and CHRISTIAN SCHÖN 

FRI, 20 March, 6.00 pm LECTURE “DEUTSCHLAND, WARUM BIST DU SO?” with PAULA 

MARKERT 

SAT/SUN, 21/22 March, 10.00 am – 5.00 pm WORKSHOP “VERBINDUNG 

FOTOGRAFIEREN – THE ENVIRONMENTAL PORTRAIT” with PAULA MARKERT 
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PUBLIC GUIDED TOURS WEDNESDAYS, 5.00 pm 

OPENING HOURS TUE–SUN 11.00 am – 6.00 pm, MON closed 

ENTRY 8 Euros, reduced 5 Euro 

 

Press information and press photos for the exhibition JESSICA BACKHAUS. SHADOWS 

MIGHT DANCE at the Fotografie Forum Frankfurt are available for download at: 

www.fffrankfurt.org/presse. 

 

The exhibition is supported by 

 

In addition we extend our thanks to Robert Morat Galerie Berlin for the friendly collaboration. 

 

FOTOGRAFIE FORUM FRANKFURT 

The Fotografie Forum Frankfurt (FFF) is one of the leading centres of photography in Europe. As an exhibition 

space, institution and event forum, the FFF deals with all aspects of photography. Since its founding in 1984 

it has presented over 300 exhibitions with historic and contemporary photographers and artists. Additionally, 

the programme of the FFF ACADEMY comprises regular workshops, talks and discussions with internationally 

renowned photographers, artists and experts. Fotografie Forum Frankfurt is the organizing partner of the 

international RAY Triennial of Photography, which takes place in various exhibition venues in 

Frankfurt/Rhine-Main. Further information available at www.fffrankfurt.org.  

 

The Fotografie Forum Frankfurt is supported by the Förderkreis Fotografie Forum Frankfurt e.V., the City of 

Frankfurt am Main, FUJIFILM Electronic Imaging Europe, Henryk Sznap and Hauck, Aufhäuser, Lampe. 
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